


H,h C,owcll ,nd ),mos Wilsoo', 

tale is more than one about a house; it's a love 

story of discarding the past and starting fresh. 

The owner of Crowell + Co. Interiors met 

Wilson more than 20 years ago-in algebra 

class, of all places-at University School of 

Nashville. They dated for a decade, then took a 

ten-year break, during which each went on to 

marry other people. Crowell had two daughters 

and was back living in Nashville after flitting 

between coasts when Wilson, who was residing 

in Brooklyn at the time, came to town and asked 

her out for a drink. By then, they were both 

divorced and realized immediately that they 

were always meant to be together. 

After waiting so long, Crowell and Wilson 

still didn't rush into things: They dated for 

three years before starting to look for a home to 

make their own. The couple knew they wanted 

a single-story, mid-century ranch house with 

good bones and a property they could transform 

that wouldn't be too much of a money pit. 

"We looked at one place that was like Carcosa 

out of Tme Detective," Crowell laughs. "It was 

horrifying." 

Eventually, they found the perfect fit-a 

2,400-square-foot house perched on a sloped, 

two-and-a-half-acre lot high above West 

Meade-and immediately made an offer. In 

April 2014, they closed on their new home

and Wilson proposed. 

"I knew he had the ring and was just ready for 

him to ask me to marry him and be done with 

it," Crowell recalls of their closing day. "But he 

was wearing work clothes, so I thought, 'Well, I 

guess this isn't happening today .. . again."' 

Crowell was wrong. Wilson, who later 

apologized for his attire, had sneakily hidden 

the ring in a kitchen drawer and popped the 

question that day. 

Then the real work began. Two days after 

closing, the walls came down-in some cases, 

quite literally-and it was out with the old and 

in with the new. Wilson sold his East Nashville 

house and worked 12- to 16-hour days for 

the next three months, getting the new home 

in a livable state so that he, Crowell, and her 

daughters could move in by July. 

The pair shared creative input, though 

Crowell continued to work full-time while 

Wilson-who has a background in set design, 

painting, furniture building, and even fashion 

consulting for men's wear from his days spent in 

New York-tackled the bulk > > > 
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